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Reflections from Executive Administrator, Richard L. Hamm

Christian Churches Together Contributed Much
Leadership to the Global Christian Forum
November 6-9, 250 leaders of churches from around the world
and across the Christian theological spectrum met in Limuru, Kenya
(just outside Nairobi) for four days of intense conversations. It was a
meeting not unlike those that birthed Christian Churches Together in
Dick Hamm
the USA. There were plenary speakers and multiple opportunities for
dialogue, Bible study and worship. The table fellowship was excellent as well.
The setting was the Jamuia Conference Center, located next door to St. Paul’s
University. The lovely grounds, fine African cuisine, and clean and pleasant facilities
facilitated wonderful encounters between those of Evangelical, Pentecostal, historic
Protestant, Orthodox and Catholic traditions from six continents. Poor Internet
connection kept us all focused on the business at hand!
CCT leadership was everywhere evidenced. Four of our five presidents were there
and offered leadership in both plenary sessions and
small group experiences. Moderator Wes GranbergMichaelson was particularly key as a member of the
Forum’s planning group (the Continuation Committee).
There were also a number of other CCT participants
(see picture below).
Speaking personally, my own perspectives were
enlarged as I met and interacted with people from
Christian traditions and perspectives with which I do not
usually come in contact. It strikes me that each part of
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the church of Jesus Christ builds up various institutions
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(such as colleges, seminaries, denominational agencies,
middle judicatories, and so forth) as ways of providing resources and connection for
congregations and leaders. As important as these are, they also have a way of becoming
“silos” that contain our time and attention and prevent us from interacting with those of
other parts of the Body of Christ. The whole church is poorer for this. The only solution I
can see is for church leaders to intentionally engage and fellowship with those of
different perspectives. This is what the Global Christian Forum is about and this is
exactly what CCT seeks to do in the United States.

Four presidents and Bishop Blaire (representing Cardinal Keeler) share news of CCT with the forum

Our CCT Annual Meeting is coming up this January 8-11 (registration materials
have been sent out and are also available on the web site). It is difficult for busy church
leaders to put together four days for any meeting, let alone one that is not specifically
mandated by one’s job description. Yet, I am convinced of the importance of giving this
time and energy. It helps to push us out of our easy prejudices and assumptions about
brothers and sisters in other parts of the Body. It helps us to encounter other ways of
looking at the world and the mission of the church, and it helps us work smarter as we
learn from others. I am convinced it also pleases God as it is a very visible way of
manifesting the unity to which Christ has called us.
(left) Karen Hamilton, General Secretary of the
Canadian Council of Churches with Dick Hamm.
The Council is in dialogue with the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada (also represented at the
Global Forum) to seek understanding and ways
to work together.

From left, first row: Robina Winbush,
Leonid Kishkovsky, Peter Sleebos, Linda
Bond, Geoff Tunnicliffe; second row: Msgr.
John Radano (panel moderator), Brian
Farrell, Robert Welsh.
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I am very grateful for the opportunity to participate in the Global Christian Forum
representing CCT. I rejoice that the Forum decided to continue in the years ahead. This
event was both a broadening and deepening experience for me. It inspired me anew with
the conviction that CCT in the USA is an expression of the church for just such a time as
this and it made me even more grateful for the call to be executive administrator. Thank
you for the opportunity to serve with you!
A “Message to the Churches” from the Forum is attached.
See you in Baltimore!
See also
Message from the Global Christian Forum to Brothers and Sisters in Christ Throughout the World
www.christianchurchestogether.org/newsletter/pdf/limuru.pdf
CCT encounters Luke 4:18: The Second Annual Meeting of CCT,
www.christianchurchestogether.org/events/2008

Seminarians and Young Leaders Invited to Annual Meeting
During the CCT Annual Meeting, January 8-11, an excellent opportunity will be
provided for seminarians and young church leaders to experience Christian unity in
action. Up to 45 of these students and leaders are invited to join the Annual Meeting for
its “Day in Washington D.C.” on Wednesday, January 9. They will meet at 8:15 AM at
Bread For The World for an orientation and will be joined at 8:45 AM by the regular
participants, observes and visitors who will come by motor coach from the Conference
Center at the Maritime Institute near BWI.
The morning will be given to touring several sites addressing domestic poverty
and hearing from several others: Bread For The World, Sojourners/Call to Renewal, an
urban service center, World Vision and Habitat for Humanity. In the afternoon we will
engage in the beginning of a discernment process to decide how CCT will move forward
with the poverty initiative. There will also be time for worship and visiting with current
church leaders from each of the five families of CCT: Catholic, Evangelical/Pentecostal,
Orthodox, historic Protestant, and Racial/Ethnic.
CCT participants are encouraged to invite seminarians and young leaders from
their traditions. Perhaps you can offer some help with transportation costs for your
invitees (there is no CCT program charge). Application forms for seminarians and young
leaders are available at the link below. If you prefer, you may send the names and contact
information to Dick Hamm and he will send registration materials directly to those you
wish to have invited.
Applications will be accepted on the basis of availability of space and to assure
diversity.
See also
The Second Annual Meeting of CCT Registration
www.christianchurchestogether.org/events/2008/registration.html

Annual Meeting to Address Poverty and Evangelism Foci
CCT has committed itself to addressing two primary foci: evangelism and
poverty. At this annual meeting, Wednesday (January 9) will be given primarily to the
poverty initiative, while Thursday, January 10, will be given primarily to conversation
regarding evangelism. By the end of the meeting, it is hoped that CCT will have a clear
strategy for its poverty initiative and that we will be prepared to fully engage the subject
of evangelism at the 2009 Annual Meeting.
For more information or to make a donation to CCT-USA, please contact:
Dr. Richard L “Dick” Hamm, Executive Administrator
P.O. Box 24188, Indianapolis. Indiana 46224-0188
Email: dhamm@ddi.org
Ph: 317-490-1968
Fax: 484-231-7467
www.ChristianChurchesTogether.org

