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ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 14-17 IN MEMPHIS
The 2012 Annual Meeting will be February 14-17, 2012 in Memphis, Tennessee. We will further
explore the relationship of poverty and racism and Memphis offers rich opportunities because of such
iconic sites as the National Civil Rights Museum, The Lorraine Hotel, and The
Mason Temple (birthplace of the Church of God in Christ) as well as being home to
a number of legendary civil rights leaders. Dr. Bernard LaFayette, a founder of the
Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee and a Freedom Rider plans to be with
us. Contact Val Ruess for a registration form: ValCCT@att.net
NOTE: Seminarians and Young Church Leaders are invited to participate free
of charge on Wednesday, February 15. Contact Val Ruess for a registration form to
use or share!

Reflections from Executive Director, Richard L. Hamm

The Work of CCT: Connecting the Body
I am often asked the question, “What does CCT do?” My first answer is always this: we build
relationships between parts of the church that have often avoided each other or between whom there has
traditionally been hostility. This is what I regard as the most important thing we
do, but it seldom satisfies a questioner. So, they go on to ask, “Yes, but what do
you do?
At that point, I begin to describe how we try to emphasize the things we
can affirm and do together rather than the things that divide us. I talk about our
annual meetings and how we look for ways in which we can witness together
about important issues like domestic poverty and racism. Those who are still
listening then ask, “What kinds of programs do you have?” I explain that we are
not a program agency per se, that we choose instead to hook up our churches and
organizations with each other to work together. By the time I give this third tier
response, most give up their quest.
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Why would CCT want to recreate programs that most of our participant churches and
organizations are already doing? How much better to facilitate their working together on their various
projects?
A perfect example can be found in the current work being done on malaria. The Millennial
Development Goals call for an end to many diseases and malaria is one that has been targeted. In our
spring CCT Steering Committee meeting, we discovered that the Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of
North American (PCCNA), World Vision, and the United Methodist Church are all involved in antimalaria campaigns. But the Pentecostal Churches and the United Methodists didn’t know about each
other’s efforts. So, we arranged a conference call between Jeff Farmer (president of the Open Bible
fellowship and president of the PCCNA), Steve Hass and John Volinsk of World Vision, and Bishop
Thomas Bickerton who is responsible for the Methodist campaign, and me. The call was exciting to say
the least! These brothers in Christ quickly connected at a deep level and began looking for ways they
could work together! Meanwhile, I learned of a similar effort by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America, and so we are inviting them into the conversation. (If there are other organizations,
denominations or communions engaged in such work, I would be delighted to hear from you so we can
link you into the conversation as well!).
This connection and the cooperative approach that will grow out of it is, I am convinced, is a work
of the Spirit and only the beginning of what we can do together. Christian Churches Together is serving as
a catalyst in this, not as a programmer itself. This is what CCT can do so well, with lots of value added
but very little cost. To God be the glory!
Grace and peace, Dick

Hamm

P.S. At right is more information about the anti-malaria campaigns mentioned above.
CCT FYI #9 Anti-Malaria Campaigns

An Invitation from
Christian Churches
Together in the USA
As Part of CCT’s Annual Meeting emphasis on racism in America, you are
invited to take a Sankofa Journey with other church leaders on February 3-6,
2012.
Sankofa is a West African word meaning “looking backward to move forward.” The Sankofa
Journey seeks to assist disciples of Christ on their move toward a righteous response to the evil of racism.
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This interactive experience explores historic sites of importance in the Civil Rights movement, places of
oppression and inequality for people of color, while seeking to move participants toward healing the
wounds and racial divide caused by hundreds of years of racial injustice in the United States of America.
A Sankofa Journey increases one’s awareness, understanding, and sensitivity for past struggles,
victories, and continuing racist oppression existing in our country. The journey explores how far we have
come, and how far we have yet to go. Sankofa allows participants the opportunity to consider how
together, we might better address racial righteousness in our church, our nation, and our world.
On this three-day motor coach journey (beginning and ending in Chicago), participants traveling
together in multi-racial pairs (you may recruit your own partner to come with you or we will assign
someone), will experience critical sites of past and present racial injustice: Birmingham, Selma,
Montgomery, Jackson, and Memphis. We will meet and hear from persons directly involved in ministries
of justice, visit places like the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, the Civil Rights Institute, the Southern
civil rights institutions, and more.
A Sankofa Journey is not only about information, but seeks to be a journey for both personal and
corporate change. Simply put, it is a journey of spiritual transformation. Through sites visited, videos
shared, and active processing of the journey, relationships of trust are deepened in an environment of
grace.
The Sankofa Journey provides a tremendous opportunity for staff team members to share an
experience in racial justice that will create a working bond. We hope to have a full complement of
Sankofa journeyers present at the Annual Meeting (February 14-17, 2012) to share their experience with
us. The cost is approximately $500.00 per person (includes motor coach, program leaders, food and
lodging).
The Sankofa Journey was created by the Evangelical Covenant Church (a CCT participant church)
as a way of addressing American racism and we appreciate them opening the Sankofa Journey to all CCT
participants.
Click on this link to see a brief video about the Sankofa Journey.
http://covchurch.tv/sankofa-journey/

If you think you would like to be a part of the Sankofa Journey, February 3-6, 2012,
please contact Dick Hamm now at dhamm@ddi.org or at 317-490-1968.
“As a white man who grew up during the Civil Rights Struggle of the 50’s and 60’s, the
Sankofa Journey is one of the most significant experiences I have had in a lifetime of seeking to
understand racism and to combat it in my own life, my church, and my nation!” Dick Hamm,
executive director, CCTUSA

Global Christian Forum Gathers Second Time
The Global Christian Forum, a global organization very similar to Christian Churches Together in
the USA, had its second global gathering October 4-7, 2011 in Manado, Indonesia. Several of our
participants were present. Reflections from some of those CCT folks who attended will appear in the next
newsletter. Here is a link to the “message” that has gone out from the meeting: Manado Message.pdf
Here is a report from the Rev. Carlos Malave who attended as a representative of CCT:
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Manado: Peculiar Place for a Christian Encounter
Reflection on the 2011 Global Christian Forum Gathering
Rev. Carlos L Malavé
The brother beside me felt comfortable enough to share
how many years ago his faith in Christ was questioned because
he had not experienced the "baptism of the Spirit." The
responders from our small group did not wait a minute,
everybody wanted to jump in. While a few of the speakers
shared their dismay at this kind of behavior, many simply tried
to make a theological case to support the claim that, unless you
are baptized in the Spirit, one is not experiencing the fullness of
the Christian life.
After a few had spoken, I also joined the conversation. I just called attention to the fact that, if we
wanted to have an honest conversation about the topic, we needed to avoid validating the criticism (or the
unfair accusation) that this brother has suffered. Can't we dialogue without trying to impose our
perspective in a judgmental manner?
From here the conversation turned to the gift of tongues. Many in the group
shared their personal experience on the topic. Others curiously inquired of the
Pentecostals.
Without question it was a lively and in-depth conversation about the work and
ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer and the church.
The forum took place in the city of Manado in the province of North
Sulawesi. This province has the largest concentration of Christians in Indonesia, a
country with 240,000 million people, 85% of which are Muslims.
This second GCF global gathering brought together great streams of the Christian faith: African
indigenous, Anglican, Catholic, charismatic, Evangelical, Orthodox, Pentecostal, Protestant, and
contemplative communities. The participants came from 65 countries and all continents and included 12
Christian world communions, 2 global ecumenical organizations, 6 world Evangelical Pentecostal
Charismatic organizations, a number of regional organizations, and two global student organizations, the
World Student Christian Federation and the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students. The 287
participants included 18 young adults from across the globe, representing two international student
organizations, who participated fully in the discussions and deliberations. The need for inclusion of more
women was publicly acknowledged.
The overall focus of the gathering was two-fold. First, the GCF began to engage the enormous
shifts in world Christianity. Our discussion included the pervasive consequences of resource inequality
and the dangers of inadequate terminology such as ‘Global South’ and ‘migrant churches’. All present
recognized that these topics will challenge us for years to come.
Second, the GCF recognized the upsurge of Pentecostal and charismatic movements which
celebrate the person and work of the Holy Spirit. In light of these considerations, the GCF asked the
questions, ever ancient and ever new: “What is the Holy Spirit saying to the Church locally and globally?
What is the Spirit’s direction as we seek to be good stewards of God’s creation?”
The hospitality of the Indonesian people was extravagant. Both the local government and the local
churches opened the doors to their country and their hearts without limitations. The local Reformed
church and a Catholic congregation opened the doors of their sanctuary for our worship. They fed us, but
even more importantly they blessed us with their choirs, bands and the smiles and love of their youth and
children.
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Someone may ask, “What does this conversation have to do with the financial challenges our
people are experiencing, with the hunger, injustice and inequalities in the world today?” A participant in
the forum suggested that since these "really" important topics (economic injustice, peace, etc.) were not
the main topics addressed, the forum had very little relevancy. I graciously disagree with this friend.
The genius and importance of the Global Christian Forum is that those who come are honored and
recognized as leaders of the Church. Their concerns are taking seriously, they have a voice and a space
has being created to listen to them and to each other. It is fascinating to me the fact that these leaders who
fervently engage in the conversation on the ministry of the Spirit, are the same who are struggling with
financial inequalities, oppression and poverty in their countries. For them, these topics (justice, racism,
etc.) are not an academic exercise, it is the daily struggle of their people. But in their understanding of the
Christian faith, the work and ministry of the Spirit is as important as church action to overcome racism,
injustice and oppression.
The Global Christian Forum was a messy gathering with all kind of faces, hair styles, colors,
languages and theological perspectives; the whole church was represented there. There is nothing that
brings more joy to my heart than to engage in conversation and worship with the whole Body of Christ.
Even as imperfect as this gathering was, it is probably the best experience this side of the new heaven and
earth.
The last day of my trip I was invited to worship at a Pentecostal church in Jakarta. I offered to sing
a song in the service and they accepted my offering. I sang in Spanish, since anyway, most of them didn't
speak English. What a gift I received, to worship God with my Pentecostal friends and to be able to sing
in Spanish. Also, to sing their choruses even though I didn't understood a word of what I was singing.
This is the closest I have come to "speaking in tongues".
I am very grateful to have been a representative of Christian Churches Together in the USA to this
important and moving gathering.

Carlos Malave

Summary of the CCT Steering Committee Meeting of September 28-29
The Steering Committee met in Memphis (site of the 2012 Annual Meeting).
Dick Hamm submitted his resignation as executive director effective March 1, 2012. His letter of
resignation is below. Moderator Leonid Kishkovsky is now forming a search committee. Dick expressed
his continued conviction that CCT is a work of the Spirit and his gratitude for the privilege of serving
CCT these five years. The Steering Committee expressed regret but accepted the letter with gratitude for
Dick’s faithful service. He will continue service through the Annual Meeting and help orient the new
executive. The “executive director report” given at the meeting is below.
The Steering Committee decided to proceed with a representative delegation to Jerusalem in 2013
(in cooperation with other Christian groups) to express solidarity with Christians living in Greater
Jerusalem. They also affirmed that the regular 2013 Annual Meeting will be in Austin, Texas, under the
theme of immigration.
The Rev. Russell Meyer (ELCA minister and executive director of the Florida Council of
Churches) led the Steering Committee through the initial portion of a discernment process that will
culminate in the development of a response to Dr. King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail during this year’s
Annual Meeting, February 14-17, 2012. If you are contacted by Rev. Meyer for information in
advance of the Annual Meeting, please cooperate fully with him!
The Steering Committee received a positive financial report and approved a balanced budget for
2012.
5

The program plans for the Annual Meeting in Memphis (February 14-17, 2012) were affirmed.

Dick Hamm, Debbie Blue, Carlos Malave, Russell Meyer, and
Bishop Sharon Rader were among those attending the Steering
Committee meeting in Memphis last month. A significant part of
the meeting was given to preparation for the 2012 Annual
Meeting in Memphis, February 14-17.

Report of Executive Director Dick Hamm to the Steering Committee
September 28, 2011
1. It has been a busy summer since the May Steering Committee meeting. I attended the following
national church gatherings:
− Christian Reformed Church General Synod, Grand Rapids, June
− Reformed Church in America General Synod, Grand Rapids, June
− Church of the Brethren Annual Conference, Grand Rapids, early July
− Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Convention, Chicago, July
− Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) General Assembly, Nashville, July
− Evangelical Lutheran Church in America General Synod, Orlando, August
− Also, in early August, I participated in the Sankofa Journey so that I would be able to promote
our CCT Sankofa Journey in February in first person. It was a marvelous experience! I am
inspired by all the efforts of the Evangelical Covenant Church to become a multi-racial church,
but especially by their ongoing sponsorship of the Sankofa Journey.
2. After discussing several different approaches during and after our May Steering Committee meeting,
our Sankofa Journey will occur February 3-6, 2012, beginning and ending in Chicago. This will give
Sankofa participants a week to catch up and rest up before our Annual Meeting, February 14-17, in
Memphis. At the Annual Meeting, they will be asked to share their Sankofa experience with us as we
continue to look at racism.
3. In our last Steering Committee meeting, we discussed the anti-malaria projects, partly in response to
the Millennium Development Goals, that are being undertaken by a number of different churches
including the United Methodist, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the
Pentecostal/Charismatic Church of North America (including Open Bible fellowship) and World
Vision. I have sent out a CCT/FYI in this regard and scheduled time in the February Annual Meeting
for Jeff Farmer to share with us about this campaign. I have also facilitated greater cooperation
between the major participants by hosting a conference call between the various parties.
4. Also in our May Steering Committee meeting, we decided that our “community” as Christian
Churches Together is national denominational and organizational staff executives, especially those
who are heads of communions/organizations, ecumenical/Christian unity executives, social justice
executives, and evangelism/evangelization executives. This is the primary group to whom we are
promoting attendance at the Annual Meeting. If you have particular people in these categories or
beyond that you feel should be invited to Annual Meeting, please give me their name and any contact
information you may have or clues as to how I might get it.
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5. I have been in continuing conversations with Michael Kinnamon and with Cardinal Keeler (through
Ron Roberson) about the possibility of a Christian Unity Summit in January. This is the same event
we have been discussing in steering committee for the past year, but it has been delayed from this
month to January 10-11. Also, instead of a “ya’ll come” meeting, we have decided that a better
approach is to invite 20-25 leaders being careful to represent the breadth of the church in the U.S. (all
five families, the NAE, NCC, and CCT). This will be a very preliminary conversation about what is
happening in Christian unity in the U.S. today and what God might be seeking to do with and through
the various Christian unity organizations.
6. The Global Christian Forum is meeting October 4-7 in Manado, Indonesia. Carlos Malave will be
representing CCT specifically, though Wes Granberg-Michaelson, who is a key leader of the GCF,
will also be there and perhaps others who participate in CCT.
7. I am recommending that we move our fiscal year from October -September to January -December.
We moved to October 1-September 30 several years ago because we thought it would make it possible
to get a less expensive audit. However, this has not proven to be true. The calendar year is much more
parallel to the fiscal realities of our participant churches and organizations, most of whom use the
calendar year. When we come to the budget, we will see a way to make this move.
8. Organizational Liaison Committee: I set up this group to help CCT respond in a helpful and timely
fashion to news and initiatives from our six organization participants. So far, we are using quarterly
conference calls to keep each other informed and to identify opportunities for CCT.
9. I had the opportunity to present and respond to the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund Committee
of the United Methodist General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns
Committee. This was a great opportunity to be in dialogue with United Methodist leaders and to foster
greater engagement between CCT and the UMC. I was very grateful both for the invitation and the
hospitality.
10. In 1994, as head of my own communion (the Disciples of Christ), I began looking for alternative ways
by which churches could deal with difficult issues. Then, as now, churches were experiencing great
angst and division because of continued use of parliamentary (Roberts Rules of Order) approaches to
controversial issues. I researched alternative methods of decision making and was impressed by what I
saw in Ignatius of Loyola’s model of discernment which he used in his monastic community. Of
course, using such a method among twenty or so brothers is a very different proposition than applying
it to a modern church assembly of 5,000-7,000 people. However, I developed a Process of
Discernment with which we Disciples experimented in working with issues of Biblical authority,
sexuality issues, and racism.
We (and other denominations) are still seeking to develop these methodologies. In conversation
with Russell Meyer, ELCA clergyman and executive for the Florida Council of Churches, I learned
that he has been working on such processes as well and has made it the subject of a Doctor of
Ministry project. I thought he and I could be of help to each other and that this approach would be
good to try in a CCT annual meeting. So, in this meeting of the Steering Committee, we have time to
give this experiment. It is my hope that we will want to use this same approach in our Annual Meeting
in February and that it will serve as an illustration of an alternative approach to decision making for
our participant churches.
As always, I am grateful for the privilege to serve with you in Christian Churches Together in the
USA. Dick

Dick Hamm’s letter of resignation:
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September 28, 2011
To: Moderator Leonid Kishkovsky and the CCT-USA Steering Committee
Dear Friends,
It has been a great privilege to serve as executive administrator, and now executive director, of
CCT during these five formative years of its life. The opportunity to work with long-time friends and to
make so many new friends; to learn about portions of the body of Christ about which I knew practically
nothing; to help discern a new shape and form for Christian unity in the United States; to have my own
theological understandings and spiritual life challenged and expanded; all of these have been a joy for
which I will always be grateful.
Though I remain committed to CCT and remain convinced that CCT is a work of the Holy Spirit
and a timely creation, the time has come for me to resign from this role, effective March 1, 2012, or as
soon as a successor is selected, but no later than June 1, 2012. I will be 65 years old next year and, though
I intend to continue doing some consulting, writing and teaching in the years ahead, I do feel called to
slow down and to relinquish my more demanding responsibilities.
Mindy has been very patient with my demanding work schedule and peculiar work habits for
many years and now, especially in the wake of her parents’ passing, I feel the need and desire to give her,
our children, and our grandchildren, more of my energy and presence.
Though I voluntarily went half-time last year (in order to make it possible for CCT to live within
its means), I have subsequently come to believe we need a full time executive director. Staying in touch
and keeping everyone connected is a real challenge and requires a great deal of facilitation in this time
when church and organizational executives have so much on their plates. Still, I hope that we can stay
“light on our feet” as an organization and resist the temptation to develop a staff-centered style.
Though we had intended the presidents to be the primary public “faces” of CCT (and while this
continues to be very important in matters of public witness), my experience suggests that it is much more
practical for the executive director to represent CCT in day to day places such as the annual national
gatherings of the churches and organizations (though the presidents’ and others’ faces are also always
welcome in such gatherings).
CCT is still seeking to understand what the Spirit is leading it to become. This is natural for a new
organization in any era, but especially in this era of rapidly changing context. It is my prayer that the new
executive director will be able to assist the leadership in discerning greater clarity about our mission and
methodology. I am particularly hopeful that a new director will be able to assist in encouraging the
historic African American Methodist Churches to become participants, something for which I have striven
and hoped.
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Thank you to the presidents, steering committee members and all participants, and Val Ruess, for
your encouragement and good work. Thank you for the privilege of serving and for the trust you have
placed in me as a friend and brother in Christ. I shall cherish this experience and these friendships the rest
of my days. I pledge to continue to do whatever I can to help CCT move forward into God’s future for it,
to remain engaged as executive director till my successor begins, and to help my successor in any way
possible.

Grace and peace,

Dr. Richard L. Hamm

For more information or to make a donation to CCT-USA, please contact:
Dr. Richard L “Dick” Hamm, Executive Administrator
P.O. Box 24188, Indianapolis, Indiana 46224-0188
Email: dhamm@ddi.org; Ph: 317-490-1968; Fax: 484-231-7467
www.ChristianChurchesTogether.org
Know someone who would like to be on the list to receive CCT’s e-newsletter? Please send their
name and e-mail address to Val Ruess, Administrative Assistant at ValCCT@att.net.
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